A Word From
Our Pastor

It is interesting how the
opportunity for evangelism
comes at the strangest times.

Now, by “evangelism,” | mean its
truest sense, and that is to
spread the Good News of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

These opportunities sometimes
come when we are not at our
best, we are seemingly
unprepared for a conversation
about Jesus, or when we are just
plain ole’ tired out from the day. |
remember one of these
opportunities.

One day, many years ago,
Angela and | went to get
massages as a treat for
ourselves. As | lay on the table,
the masseur asked what | did for
aliving and | responded that |
was a Pastor in the E.L.C.A. Now,
usually, this response creates
awkward silence and a quick
change of the subject, so |
thought to myself, “Well, that will
be the end of this conversation.”
But it wasn’t.

As he worked, he began to talk
about his spiritual journey
through different denominations
and religions,
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and frustrations that he had
experienced with the
exclusiveness of Christianity.

He spoke about his refusal to
accept the angry and retributive
God of the Old Testament, he
spoke about his confusion at the
need to prove ourselves to God,
and he even questioned the
general anger toward Judas, the
apostle who betrayed Jesus,
because after all, we needed
Judas to help fulfill the prophecy!

So, | listened and talked with him
(in-between groans of pain and
sighs of relief) and at the end of
the session, | looked at him and
thanked him for opening up to
me. | reminded him that the
Scriptures of the Old Testament
were not to be dismissed, for
they are integral in understanding
our relationship with God. | then
offered to him, that even though
the God of the Hebrew Bible
seemed harsh and angry,

that through Jesus Christ we now
understand that our God is love;
true and powerful love beyond
our understanding.

| invited him to check out the
E.L.C.A. online if he was interested
in learning about a Church that is
inclusive and active in its
communities and | offered him a
small blessing as | left.

| am reminded of the Parable of
the Ten Bridesmaids. Matthew 25:
1-13 outlines for us a need to
remain prepared and vigilant in
our faith, so that the opportunity
to see Jesus will not be missed. I'll
let you read it on your own, but
usually, this parable is interpreted
as an example of our entrance into
the Kingdom of Heaven. Today,
however, | have a new
understanding from this; that the
Kingdom of Heaven is here with
us.

The opportunity to see Jesus is
not only in our Heavenly existence
at the end of days, but in the
interaction between people here
and now. We don’t have to wait to
see Jesus; rather we can see him
now. “Keep awake therefore, for
you know neither the day nor the
hour.” Keep awake, remain
prepared and vigilant in faith,
because the opportunity for
evangelism comes at the strangest
times.
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SUNDAY WORSHIP
8:00 &10:30 AM

IN PERSON & ONLINE

) |SAVE THE DATE

August 4"
Fellowship Ministry @ 1pm
Property Board @ 6pm
Youth Board @ 6pm
Finance Committee @ 6:30pm
August 6™
Quilters(FH) @ 9:30am
Community Care (Parlor) @ 1pm
Trunk Or Treat Planning meeting (FH) @ 5pm
August 7™ 14™, 21%, 28"

Adult Bible Study (Parlor) @ 10am
Gentle Yoga (FH) @ 5:45-6:45pm
August 8th
FAMILY GAME NIGHT (FH) 6-9pm *UNO night!
August 9™
Property Work Day @ 8am

~ 0“}0 August 10™
(,O&(y Rally Day
ru/ Volunteer Appreciation
Back to School celebration
August 11"
MESSENGER DEADLINE @ 3pm
Executive Committee Mtg. @ 6pm
August 13™, 20, 27"
Quilters(FH) @ 9:30

Stephen Ministry (Parlor) @ 2pm

August 18"
\ [}
. 0/ / Council Meeting @ 6pm
s g August 8™, 22" & 29"
= == FAMILY GAME NIGHT (FH)6-9pm
P d ~
/7 AN
\ / Facebook Live:
www.facehook.com/pg/adventlutheranop
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Total Receipts through June 30, 2025 $260,996.74

Total Expenses through June 30,2025 301,986.32

YTD Deficit $-40,989.58

Please remember to include your giving to Advent in your summer plans.
Martha Smith, Treasurer

Sarah Carroll is our new Church Secretary
here at Aduent Lutheran. Sarah is a
Jacksonuville native, having proudly served
in church ministries such as Sunday School
teacher, Youth Director, VBS leader, and more!
across Jacksonville since her youth.
Sarah’s wonderful sons are Dylan (17) and
Hendrix (9), and her beautiful stepdaughter
Amelia (7), all members of Orange Park UMC.
Sarah and her family are new to Clay
County/Fleming Island.

Sarah is a faithful servant who is excited to be
a part of our mission here at Aduvent, and we
are happy to have her with us!

Stop by and say hello anytime M-F 8:30-3:30.
email Sarah: office@aduentop.org
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August’s
weekly bible lessons:

WEEK 1:

Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

Colossians 3:1-11
Luke 12:13-21

WEEK 2:
Genesis 15:1-6
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40

WEEK 3:
Jeremiah 23:23-29
Hebrews 11:29-12:2

Luke 12:49-56

WEEK 4:
Isaish 58:9b-14
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17

WEEK 5:
Proverbs 25:6-7a
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14



Todd & Dana 3rd 29
Luther r
Paxton & ath 24
Stephanie Holley
Kevin & Heather
Schiffer Sth 29
Timothy & Sophie
Willadsen 7th 32

Scottie Williams 8/1
Chuck Kresol 8/04
John Shelley 8/5
Leena Seeram 8/9
Hank Herppich 8/13
Gail Gercke 8/16
Katherine Morrison 8/16
John Redlitz 8/18
Lynn Balma 8/20
Daniel Flint 8/20
Catherine Lovejoy 8/20
Sigrid Herppich 8/21

Kristin Solberg 8/21
Carla Kresol 8/23
Scott Smith 8/23

Lois Anderson 8/25

Cecilia Moore 8/26

Lillian Howard 8/29

Hunter Mizuer 8/29
Briana Lucas 8/31

Bernard Vallow 8/31

Kenneth Feezor 8/23

Robert Hudson 8/23


































