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From the Pastor...

oy

“But we appeal to you, brothers and
sisters, to respect those who labour
among you, and have charge of you
in the Lord and admonish you;
esteem them very highly in love
because of their work. Be at peace
among yourselves. And we urge you,
beloved, to admonish the idlers,
encourage the faint-hearted, help
the weak, be patient with all of them.
See that none of you repays evil for
evil, but always seek to do good to
one adnother and to all. Rejoice
always, pray without ceasing, give
thanks in all circumstances; for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
Do not quench the Spirit. Do not
despise the words of prophets, but
test everything; hold fast to what is
good; abstain from every form of evil.
May the God of peace himself
sanctify you entirely; and may your
pirit and soul and body be kept
sound and blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who
calls you is faithful, and he will do
this.” 1 Thessalonians 5: 12 -21

Surrounded with the exhortations of
Paul for pure living in preparation for
Jesus/ return, is a quick break from
“doing” and an invitation into “being
present”. This passage encourages
us to, “admonish, encourage, help,

be, seek, do not, and hold,”
X /4

but nestled in the middle of what to
do, and what not to do, are the words,
“rejoice, pray, and give.”

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances.”
These words have been hard to
swallow recently, let alone in the
course of our violent history. | too
struggle with the pain of tragedy, and |
long for the return of Christ who will
return the universe to order. Have we
been abandoned? Has God forgotten
us? Why must there be suffering? Has
evil triumphed over good?

And | am to rejoice, pray and give
thanks in the midst of all of this pain?
Yes. Be present with God. Sometimes
we feel guilty for giving thanks in the
midst of the sins of a broken world, but
we never have to feel guilt for the gifts
that are given to us, because they are
gifts from God to be used for good in
this world. What about prayer? Our
society likes to tell us that prayer is
inaction and inaction is for the guilty...
No. Prayer is action, because we open
ourselves to be in the presence of God,
and by doing so receive the gift of
stronger faith. And sometimes it
doesnt make sense to praise God
when the world hurts us and those
around us, but we are called to praise,
because beyond the pain and sin of
this world is a God who is faithful to us,

provides for us and above all, loves us.
continued next page...
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Letter from Pastor continued...

We must always remember that God
is good. In God’'s goodness sin was
defeated through Jesus Christ, and is
renewing the world through us now.
Our good God then showed us
through the Resurrection of Christ,
that life continues beyond death.
These are reasons to rejoice and give
thanks! These are redsons to pause,
in the midst of the “do’s and don'ts,”
as well as pains of life, to be present
with God in prayer. Thanks be to God!

Pr. Larry

Treasurer Report

Total Receipts through August 31,
2025 $327,784.45

Total Expenses through August
31,2025 $380,895.52

YTD Deficit $ -53,111.07

Marty Smith

|
Family Game Nights

6-9pm Fellowship Hall
FRIDAYS
 10/10 Race Day! dish: Tacos in
a BAG!
e 10/24 BUNCO! dish: Spooky
Potluck

Save These Dates

Property Work Day 10/11
Trunk or Treat 10/18 3-5pm
Colombus Day 10/13 OFFICES
CLOSED

Quilt Sale 11/1 9am-1pm

Advent Lutheran Church

2156 Loch Rane Blvd
Orange Park, FL 32073
904-272-6370

www.adventop.org
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.« Christian Education

October Weekly
Scripture Readings

October 5™
17" week after] Habakkuk 1:1-4; | Psaim37:19 | 2Tim1:1-14 Luke 17: 5-10
Pentecost 2:1-4
th
° lztcht:vzz(jter 2 Kin7gsl 5:1-3, Psalm 111 2 Tim 2:8-15 Luke 17:11-19
Pentecost 15
Y| october 19*"
19" week after]  OC" 32:22-31 Psalm121 | 2Tim 3:14-4:15 Luke 18:1-8
Pentecost
October 26" |geformation Sunday e 1
. 20" week after Jer 31:31-34 saim Rom 3:19-28 John 8:31-36
Pentecost

Adult Sunday School Classes Kids Sunday School Classes

°
Sundays 9:15 sundays 9:15
* “Harmony” with Karl Rau Rm. e 9:15 Chapel time in sanctuary
200 in the Lighthouse Wing e 9:30 Sunday school classes,
a varies by age
e “Older Kids" class with George
Howard, Assembly Room
Via De Cristo
' Via de Cristo weekend is Oct. 2-
\‘ Oct. 5™ in Luther Springs. Some updates from our
. Contact Penny Klein to learn leaders...
more about this wonderful
experience.
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Do you pray daily to experience how wide, long, high, and deep God’s love is for you?
He really wants us to feel it in its fullness. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians was a
powerful prayer that sprang from a deep desire to see the people living a life that
was only achieved with total commitment to Christ. That is what we here at Advent
want for you by living a life of abundance in all you do.

Eph. 3:14-19. “For this reason, | kneel before the Father, from whom every family
in heaven and on earth derives its name. | pray that out of his glorious riches he
may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted
and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people,
to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know
this love that surpasses knowledge- that you may be filled to the measure of all
the fullness of God.”

This letter is still good today to each and every one of us. When we feel Christ’s

indwelling in our hearts, we can experience true power, and true love. | personally
pray that God will show you “how to” live this life to its fullness.

In His service,

Helen Howard

Lond, please kel ws to earnestly look for your Ringdom today. Open cur eyes
te dee whal you dce. Open our eand to hean whal you hear. Open car heants to
care about what you care about. Do uot let ws mise what You ane doing in the
world anownd us. bmen
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Preschool News October 2025

We are so grateful for the church's support. We received some amazing
Amazon wish list items for our kids, and we are so thankful. We added
additional toys to use as teaching aides, as the toys are rotated through a
cleaning cycle after every use. The list is on Amazon.
Again, thank you to all of you who helped keep our preschool in such great
shape. The courtyard and preschool are all wonderful, safe places for our
students to explore and learn. We also started another fun year with Ms.
Irene's cooking and Coach Sally's Jump and Learn. Thank you to everyone who
came out and supported us at Texas Roadhouse last month! Preschool Sunday
was a big success and we had lots of fun sharing information about our staff
and school.
October is here and our halls are filled with happy little voices! Our themes
this month will cover the season of fall, pumpkins, spiders, apples and
Community Helpers Safety; how to recognize danger and what to do as well as
personal safety and trustworthy grownups. We start out the month with a visit
from the Fire Department with fire trucks, the Clay County Sherriff's staff
and their cool cars, and end with the Pumpkin Lady bringing in a cart full of
pumpkins (and some tiny farm animals).
This month, we also have our photographer, Freestyle Photos coming and vision
screening.
On October 1st, we will have a fundraiser with Midland. The catalogues will be
available to shop for gift paper, treats and many Christmas gifts. We are
closed on October 13th for a planning day for the staff. October 28th is our
Chick Fil A fundraiser on Wells Road form 5-8pm
Halloween is another fun event in October. We will have a costume parade on
Wednesday, October 29th. The kids will dress up and parade around the
courtyard collecting candy and other goodies for all our classrooms. Everyone is
invited to come join us for this fun celebration to hand out individually wrapped
candy or admire the participants. We hope that, if possible, some church
members might come to the courtyard to pass out candy during our costume
parade.
God is present in our preschool and we love sharing HIS love with these little
wonders We have one open spot in VPK, one spot in our threes program, and we
have 41 little learners in school! Please spread the word about our program. Call
or email anytime and check us out on Facebook to see how much fun we are
having!!!

Blessings,

Martha Morrow/ preschool@adventop.org/ 904-644-7416



Community Care leam

Exciting things are happening. As of this writing, we are all preparing for the Spaghetti
Dinner for the Community. Thanks to all for stepping up and helping. Mangia! Gods
Work Our Hands Sunday was September 14th. Joining with the entire ELCA throughout
the United States, we provided our day of service on Friday September 19th when we

fed our neighbors physically with a tasty menu, as well as spiritually as we shared the
love of Jesus.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: Pet Blessing November 1st, whether furry, scaley or feathered,
bring your cherished Pet to Advent for a wonderful Pet Blessing. Same day as Quilt Sale.
Support Advent.

SUCCESS BRINGS SERVICE EXPANSION: Thanks to your support Advent will now expand services to

support PACE Center for Girls. This program serves girls who have been active in the juvenile
delinquency program. These girls face the challenges of abuse, and worse. Showing God’s Grace to
them through our donations makes the same kind of difference to them that God’s Grace does to each
of us. We are pleased we can be of service. Thanks to MaryAnne Devery and June Lumpkin for being
the leads in this new expansion.

ADVENT GROCERIES: During the month of August Sharon brought your stable food donations to the

Clothes Closet and Food Pantry as follows — 2 peanut butter, 2 mac and cheese boxes 6 cans of veggies,
1 syrup, 2 jellies and 1 canned ham. Also contributed were school supplies, 1 pair of socks, and cleaning
clothes. Way to Go Advent.

ADVENT SHOWERS: Sixty homeless children in our county received what they needed to stay in school.

Thanks to all for your generosity. We are also grateful to Project Reach of the Clay County Schools; they
are really present for the staff and kids in need throughout the county.

Needed Items:

DONATIONS CAN BE DROPPED OFF IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL.




Stewardship Beyond September

>

We just finished Stewardship Month, September. Now where do we go with
Stewardship? Do we ignore what we have accomplished this year and wait for next
summer to start to prepare for September 20267 Hardly, we are a mission-oriented
church, not to mention we have to produce a spending plan for all of our Ministries, pay
for the electricity, security systems, and our employees.

We have received more Time and Talent worksheets this year than we have in years past,
thank you for your participation. | will start the process of reviewing the worksheets and
compile them into an Excel spreadsheet for all the Ministries to review and make calls to
our new volunteers.

We are an aging church, but we are also so fortunate that the Congregation has been
dedicated to our needs allowing almost all our requirements to be met.

We are starting to get new members that are stepping forward to help out and make a
difference in our programs. | know many of you have been doing God’s work far longer
than | have and it is genuinely appreciated, especially as we do God’s work with our
hands. Thank you again for your continued support of Stewardship, and let’s make 2026
a better year.

| look forward to your continued support in 2026 as we relook our Stewardship Program
to better fit the needs of our mission. So be ready for a positive change in Stewardship as
we continue to do God’s work with our hands. Blessing to all.

The Stewardship Team



CALENDAR DATES

Oct. 1°":
9:30am Quilters (FH)
2:00pm Community Care
3-5:00pm Tutoring (FH)

5-6:00pm Trunk or Treat Planning Mtg

Oct. 2™
10:00am Bible Study
5:45-6:45 Gentle Yoga

Oct. 2-5™
Via De Cristo weekend

Oct. 6"
9am Tellers
1:00pm Fellowship Ministry
6:00pm Property Board
6:00pm Youth
6:30pm Stewardship Board

Oct. 7™
7:00pm Stewardship Mtg ZOOM

Oct. 8"
9:30am Quilters
2:00pm Stephen Ministry
3-5:00pm Tutoring

Oct. 9"
10:00am Bible Study (Parlor)
5:45-6:45 Gentle Yoga

Oct. 10"

6-9:00pm Family Game Night Race Day
SCHOOLS CLOSED Teacher Planning Day

Oct. 11"
8:00am Property Work Day

Oct. 12"
Stephen Ministry Sunday
Noisy Offering Sunday

Oct. 13"
CHURCH/SCHOOLS Closed
Columbus Day

Oct. 14"
9:00am Tellers
6:30pm Executive Committee

Oct. 15"
9:30am Quilters
3-5:00pm Tutoring
5-6:00pm Trunk or Treat
Planning Meeting

Oct. 16"
10:00am Bible Study
5:45-6:45 Gentle Yoga

Oct. 17"
5-8:00pm Trunk or Treat SET UP

Oct. 18"
9:00am-2:00pm Set up
3-5pm Trunk or Treat

Oct. 20"
9:00am Tellers
6:30pm Council Meeting

Oct. 22"
9:30am Quilters
1:00pm Stephen Ministry
3-5:00pm Tutoring

Oct. 23"
10:00am Bible Study
5:45-6:45 Gentle Yoga

Oct. 24"
6-9:00pm Family Game Night
Bunco!

Oct. 27"
9:00am Tellers

Oct. 29"
9:30am Quilters
3-5:00pm Tutoring

Oct. 31°
Fellowship Hall CLOSED
for Quilt Sale
Set up



























